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Shorter Catechism — Modified by TBC

NKJV

What is the chief end of man?
Man's chief end is to glorify God ' and to enjoy him forever. >

1. 1 Corinthians 10:31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
2. Psalms 73:25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You.

What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify him?
The Word of God which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments ' is the only
rule to direct us how we may glorify God and enjoy him. *

1&2.2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness..

. What do the Scriptures principally teach?
. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires

of man.

1. Deuteronomy 10:12-13 "And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your
God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,
9 and to keep the commandments of the LORD and His statutes which I command you today for your good?

. What is God?
. God is Spirit, !infinite,  eternal, * and unchangeable *in his being, wisdom, 5 power, ® holiness,

justice, * goodness, ° and truth. '°

1. John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.

3. Psalms 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from
everlasting to everlasting, You are God.

4. Malachi 3:6 For I am the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.

2,5&6. Psalms 147:5 Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite.

7. Isaiah 6:3 And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His
glory!

8,9&10. Psalms 100:5 For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.

. Are there more Gods than one?
. There is but one only, ' the living and true God.?

1 &2. Isaiah 44:6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'T am the First and I
am the Last; Besides Me there is no God.

. How many persons are there in the Godhead?
. There are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and these three are

. . 1
one God, the same in essence, equal in power and glory.



Shorter Catechism - continued

7. Q.
A.
8. Q
A
9. Q
A
10. Q
A
11.Q
A
12.Q
A

1. Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

What are the decrees of God?
The decrees of God are his eternal purpose according to the counsel of his own will, whereby for his
own glory he has foreordained whatever comes to pass. '

1. Ephesians 1:11-12 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him

who works all things according to the counsel of His will, (12) that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the
praise of His glory.

. How does God execute his decrees?
. . . 1 : 2
. God executes his decrees in the works of creation” and providence.

1. Revelation 4:11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And
by Your will they exist and were created."

2. Ephesians 1:11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him
who works all things according to the counsel of His will,

. What is the work of creation?
. The work of creation is God's making all things ' of nothing, by the Word of his power, * in six

normal consecutive days, > and all very good. *

1.&2. Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which
are seen were not made of things which are visible.

3.&4. Genesis 1:31 Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.

. How did God create man?
. God created man, male and female, after his own image,1 in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness 2

with dominion over the creatures. >

1. & 2. Genesis 1:27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He
created them.

. What are God's works of providence?
. God's works of providence are his most holy, ' wise, > and powerful * preserving and governing all his

. . 4
creatures, and all their actions.

1. Psalms 103:19 The LORD has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom rules over all.

. What special act of providence did God exercise toward man in the state wherein he was created?
. When God had created man, he entered into a covenant of life with him, upon condition of perfect

obedience; ' forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of death.



Shorter Catechism - continued

1 & 2. Genesis 2:17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it
you shall surely die.

. Did our first parents continue in the state wherein they were created?
. Our first parents being left to the freedom of their own will, fell from the state wherein they were

created, by sinning against God, ' by eating the forbidden fruit. >

1. Genesis 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

. What is sin?
. Sin is any want of conformity to, or transgression of the law of God.

1. 1 John 3:4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.

. Did all mankind fall in Adam's first transgression?
. The covenant being made with Adam, not only for himself but for his posterity, ' all mankind

descending from him by ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell with him in his first
transgression. >

1 & 2. Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death
spread to all men, because all sinned--

. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind?
. The fall brought mankind into a state of sin and misery. '

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread
to all men, because all sinned--

. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that state whereinto man fell?
. The sinfulness of that state whereinto man fell, consists in the guilt of Adam's first sin,' the want of

original righteousness, * and the corruption of his whole nature, which is commonly called original
sin,” together with all actual transgressions which proceed from it. *

1-4. Ephesians 2:1-3 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, @ in which you once walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the
sons of disobedience, ) among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.



Shorter Catechism - continued

18. Q.
A.

20. Q.
. The only Redeemer of God's elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, ' who being the eternal Son of God,

21. Q.

. Christ, the son of God, became man by taking to himself a true body, ' and a reasonable soul, * being

22.Q.

. Christ as our Redeemer executes the offices of a prophet,' of a priest,” and of a king, * both in his

23.Q.
. Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us,' by his Word, * and Spirit, * the will of God

What is the misery of that state whereinto man fell?
All mankind, by their fall, lost communion with God, ! are under his wrath and curse, * and so made
liable to all the miseries in this life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell for ever. 3

1. Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the state of sin and misery?
. God having, out of his good pleasure from all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, ' did enter

into a covenant of grace to deliver them out of the state of sin and misery, and to bring them into a
state of salvation by a Redeemer.

1-2. Ephesians 1:4-7 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love, ®) having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to

the good pleasure of His will, © 5 the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the

Beloved. " In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace

Who is the Redeemer of God's elect?

2 . . L.

became man, ~ and so was and continues to be God and man, in two distinct natures and one person
3

for ever.

1. 1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,
2-3. Colossians 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;

How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary, and born of her, ® yet without sin. *

1. John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

What offices does Christ execute as our Redeemer?

state of humiliation and exaltation.*

1. Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And
His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

How does Christ execute the office of a prophet?

. 4
for our salvation.
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24. Q.
A.

25.Q.

. Christ executes the office of a king in subduing us to himself, ' in ruling and defending us,” and in

26. Q.

. Christ's humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition,' made under the law,’

27.Q.

. Christ's exaltation consists in his rising again from the dead on the third day,' in ascending up into

28. Q.
. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of it to us'

1. Luke 4:18 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME TO
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR; HE HAS SENT ME TO HEAL THE
BROKENHEARTED, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES AND RECOVERY OF
SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET AT LIBERTY THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED;

How does Christ execute the office of a priest?
Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering up himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine
justice,' and to reconcile us to God,> and in making continual intercession for us.

1. Hebrews 2:17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful

High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

How does Christ execute the office of a king?

restraining and conquering all his and our enemies.

1. Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And

His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase
of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and
establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this.

Wherein did Christ's humiliation consist?

undergoing the miseries of this life,’ the wrath of God,* and the cursed death of the cross;’ in being
buried, and continuing under the power of death for a time. °

1. Philippians 2:6-8 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, ™ but made
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. ® And being found
in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

Wherein consists Christ's exaltation?

heaven, and sitting at the right hand of God the Father,” and in coming to judge the world at the last
day.’

1. Philippians 2:9-10 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,
(9 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the
earth,

How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?

by his Holy Spirit.*
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29.Q.

1. Titus 3:5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?

A. The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us,' and by it uniting

30. Q.

. Effectual calling is the work of God's Spirit | whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery,”

32.Q.

. . . . . 1
. Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardons all our sins, and accepts us as

33.Q.

. Adoption is an act of God's free grace,' whereby we are received into the number, and have a right to

34.Q.

. Sanctification is the work of God's Spirit,' whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image

us to Christ in our effectual calling.

1. Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

What is effectual calling?

enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ,’ and renewing our wills,” he does persuade and
enable us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered to us in the gospel. >

1. 2 Timothy 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His
own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,

. What benefits do they who are effectually called, partake of in this life?
. They who are effectually called, do in this life partake of justification,' adoption,” sanctification, and

the various benefits which in this life do either accompany, or flow from them.

1. 1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

What is justification?

righteous in his sight,? only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us,’ and received by faith
alone. *

1. 2 Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him.

What is adoption?
all the privileges of the sons of God.*

1. John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe
in His name:

What is sanctification?

of God,” and are enabled more and more to die to sin, and live to righteousness. >
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1. Philippians 2:13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

35. Q. What are the benefits which in this life do either accompany or flow from justification, adoption, and
sanctification?
A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification,' are assurance of God's love,
peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit,” increase of grace,’ perseverance in it to the end. *

1. Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

36. Q. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at their death?
A. The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness ' and do immediately pass into
glory, > and their bodies, being still united to Christ,” do rest in their graves * till the resurrection.

1. 2 Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the
Lord.

37. Q. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?
A. At the resurrection, believers being raised up in glory, ' shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted
in the day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed both in soul and body in the full enjoying of God
? to all eternity.’

1. 1 Corinthians 15:54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY ."

38. Q. What shall be done to the wicked at their death?
A. The souls of the wicked shall at their death be cast into the torments of hell,' and their bodies lie in
their graves till the resurrection, and judgment of the great day. >

1. 2 Peter 2:9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under
punishment for the day of judgment,

39. Q. What shall be done to the wicked at the Day of Judgment?
A. At the Day of Judgment the bodies of the wicked being raised out of their graves, shall be sentenced,
together with their souls, to unspeakable torments with the devil and his angels forever.'

1. 2 Thessalonians 1:9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power,

40. Q. What did God reveal to man for the rule of his obedience?
A. The rule which God first revealed to man for his obedience, is the moral law,' which is summarized
in the Ten Commandments. >
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41. Q.
A.

42. Q.
. The first commandment is, "You shall have no other gods before Me." '

43.Q.

. The first commandment requires us to know' and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and our

44,

>R

45.Q.

. The second commandment requires the receiving, observing, ' and keeping pure and entire all such

46. Q.
. The second commandment forbids the worshipping of God by images, ' or any other way not

1. Deuteronomy 10:4 And He wrote on the tablets according to the first writing, the Ten Commandments, which the
LORD had spoken to you in the mountain from the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly; and the LORD gave
them to me.

What is the sum of the Ten Commandments?
The sum of the Ten Commandments is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul,
with all our strength, and with all our mind; and our neighbor as ourselves.'

1. Matthew 22:37-40. Jesus said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART,
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like it: 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' On these two commandments hang all
the Law and the Prophets."

Which is the first commandment?

1. Exodus 20:3

What is required in the first commandment?

God, ? and to worship and glorify him accordingly.

1. Isaiah 42:8.1 am the LORD, that is My name; And My glory I will not give to another, Nor My praise to carved
images.

. Which is the second commandment? ' .
. The second commandment is, "You shall not make for yourself a carved image - any likeness of

anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth;
you shall not bow down to them nor serve them.'

1. Exodus 20:4-5a

What is required in the second commandment?

religious worship and ordinances as God has appointed in his Word.”

1. Deuteronomy 12:32. "Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from
it.

What is forbidden in the second commandment?

appointed in his Word. >
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

1. Deuteronomy 12:32. "Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from
it.

Q. Which is the third commandment?
A. The third commandment is, "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain." '

1. Exodus 20:7

Q. What is required in the third commandment?
A. The third commandment requires the holy and reverent use of God's names, titles, attributes,’
ordinances,” Word," and works. >

1. Psalms 29:2. Give unto the LORD the glory due to His name; Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

Q. Which is the fourth commandment?
A. The fourth commandment is, "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. '

1. Exodus 20:8

Q. What is required in the fourth commandment?
A. The fourth commandment requires the keeping holy to God such set times as he has appointed in his
Word, expressly one whole day in seven, to be a holy Sabbath to himself. '

1. TIsaiah 58:13. If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, From doing your pleasure on My holy day, And call the
Sabbath a delight, The holy day of the LORD honorable, And shall honor Him, not doing your own ways, Nor
finding your own pleasure, Nor speaking your own words,

Q: Which day of the seven hath God appointed to be the weekly Sabbath?

A: From the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, God appointed the seventh day of the
week to be the weekly Sabbath;' and the first day of the week ever since, to continue to the end of the
world, which is the Lord’s Day.> (Original Catechism had “Christian Sabbath.”)

1. Genesis 2:2. And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all
His work which He had done.

Q. How is the Sabbath to be sanctified? *

A. The Sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy resting all that day, even from such worldly employments
and recreations as are lawful on other days,' and spending the whole time in the public and private
exercises of God's worship,” except so much as is taken up in the works of necessity and mercy.

1. Psalms 92:1-2. A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath Day. It is good to give thanks to the LORD, And to sing praises to
Your name, O Most High; To declare Your loving-kindness in the morning, And Your faithfulness every night,
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*While the Sabbath Law of the Old Testament was different from the Lord’s Day, New Testament believers can learn the
principles of honoring the Lord’s Day today from the principles of the Old Testament Law.

53.Q.
A.

54.Q.

. The fifth commandment requires the preserving the honor, and performing the duties belonging to

55.Q.

. The reason annexed to the fifth commandment is, a promise of long life and prosperity — as far as it

56. Q.

. The sixth commandment is, "You shall not murder.”!

57.Q.

. The sixth commandment forbids the taking away of our own life," or the life of our neighbor

58. Q.

. The seventh commandment is, "You shall not commit adultery.”"

59. Q.

. The seventh commandment forbids all unchaste ‘[houghts,1 words,” and actions. ’

Which is the fifth commandment?
The fifth commandment is, " Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon
the land which the LORD your God is giving you." '

1. Exodus 20:12

What is required in the fifth commandment?

. . . .. . . . 1. . 2
everyone in their various positions and relationships as superiors, inferiors, ~ or equals.

1. 1 Peter 2:17. Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

What is the reason annexed to the fifth commandment?

shall serve for God's glory, and their own good — to all such as keep this commandment. '

1. Ephesians 6:2-3. HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), SO
THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.

Which is the sixth commandment?
1. Exodus 20:13

What is forbidden in the sixth commandment?
unjustly,” or whatever tends to it.

1. Genesis 9:6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.

Which is the seventh commandment?

1. Exodus 20:14

What is forbidden in the seventh commandment?
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1. Matthew 5:28. but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart.

60. Q. Which is the eighth commandment?
A. The eighth commandment is, "You shall not steal." '

1. Exodus 20:15

61. Q. What is forbidden in the eighth commandment?
A. The eighth commandment forbids whatever does or may unjustly hinder our own,' or our neighbor’s
wealth, or outward estate. >

1. Ephesians 4:28. Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good,
that he may have something to give him who has need.

62. Q. Which is the ninth commandment?
A. The ninth commandment is, "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor." '

1. Exodus 20:16



